
Premium Gold Angus Beef “Natural” Protocol 
 
Premium Gold Angus Beef’s mission is to deliver the consumer a superior 
eating experience and piece of mind, supplying them with the highest 
quality, safest, “all natural”, genetically-verified Black Angus beef available.  
 
Premium Gold Angus Beef makes the following claims regarding our “all 
natural” beef products. 
 

· has NEVER been exposed to antibiotics or ionophores of any type 
· has NEVER been fed or implanted with synthetic hormones or synthetic growth 

promotants 
· All qualified cattle have been fed strictly a vegetarian diet (no animal bi-products) 
· have met PGA standards for humane handling as outlined in the PGA Humane Handling 

guidelines 
· Are verified through random DNA testing to be genetically 50% or higher Black Angus 

with 1/8 or less Brahman influence. 
 

Humane Handling 
 
Under direction of Premium Gold Angus Beef, producers who provide cattle 
for our programs have been informed of the following objectives and have 
been audited for compliance, under the direction of PGA personnel. (See 
Humane Handling Manual for further details). 
 
Objective 1. Ensure that animals are handled with care to limit stress 
and injury. 
 
Objective 2. Ensure that animals are free from unnecessary pain, injury 
and disease through proper animal health practices as well as rapid 
diagnoses and treatment of any sick or injured animals. 
 
Objective 3. Animals have ready access to fresh water and a diet that 
maintains full health and vigor. 
 
Objective 4.  Animal managers and caretakers have a working 
knowledge of and are competent in animal husbandry and welfare. 
 



Objective 5. The animal’s environment takes into account their welfare 
needs and is designed to protect them from discomfort and stress and 
allow them to perform within their natural limits. 
 
In addition to these standards all producers supplying cattle for Premium 
Gold Angus Beef comply with local, state and federal requirements for beef 
cattle production that affect the environment or safety of their product. In 
addition, cattle are harvested at a federally inspected plant that is in 
compliance with the Humane Slaughter Act (HMSA). 
 

Genetics 
Verified by random DNA testing (AnguSure), performed by ViaGen, cattle 
qualifying for PGA natural beef are 50% or higher Black Angus genetics 
and are 51% black hided in accordance with USDA’s schedule GLA. In 
addition, all tested animals are subjected to the Inducator DNA test that 
show the absence of Brahman influence (1/8 or less) in cattle targeted for 
harvest by PGA. 
 

Source  & Age Verification 
PGA maintains signed affidavits that state all cattle from birth on have been 
in compliance with PGA’s natural policy (see opening statement). Producers 
and/or feedlot operators are responsible for maintaining record of original 
affidavit for a minimum of one year and must provide them to Premium 
Gold Angus Beef (PGA) personnel or entities that have been assigned by 
PGA to audit records. This document will also act as an age affidavit and 
includes the birth month/year of the oldest calf in this group. 
 
 

Individual Identification 
It is mandatory that all producers individually identify each animal that 
enters the PGA natural beef program. This individual id can be electronic 
(EID), can be a traditional hang-type ear tag, or producers can utilize retinal 
scans or computerized chips, however, the identification that appears must 
be different for each animal in a group or pen. This will allow tracking of 
individual animals, as well as allow producers to identify and remove any 
animals that, due to illness were treated with antibiotics that made them 
ineligible for the natural program.  



 
 

Producers 
PGA’s goal is to purchase cattle from ranches where the primary occupation 
of the owners(s) of the establishment is agriculture. It is our goal to 
encourage and reward superior production practices through the support of 
the “family farm”. 
 

Feed & Supplements 
Only all natural, vegetarian diets are accepted under the PGA guidelines. No 
fed feeds or supplements containing any fish, animal or meat by-products, 
including feather meal, fecal matter, chicken litter, garbage or waste 
products will be utilized. 
 
In addition, NO sub therapeutic (fed) administration of hormones, antibiotics 
or ionophores will be allowed. 
 
PGA cattle designed for our natural program, in line with our animal welfare 
and husbandry policy, will limit time in the finishing lot to 1/3 or less of the 
animals life, environment permitting.  
 

Health Protocol 
PGA is dedicated to the health and well being of the cattle fed for our 
program. Therefore strict vaccination programs such as BQA’s Vac 45 is 
recommended. These preventative vaccinations in no way compromise the 
natural status of the cattle, but ensure good health. In the advent of sickness 
or injury, prompt treatment will take place. If it is determined that the animal 
should receive antibiotics or steroids as part of their treatment these animals 
will be documented and then removed from the group. NO animal receiving 
antibiotics, either injected or fed; or any steroids or hormones will be 
eligible for the PGA “all natural” program.  
 

 
 
 
 


